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1
 \b`�epitaphica  

 

/Ei�´́WWE�E�QQääR�R�PP³³KK.�.�II��TTSSRR�|OEWXSM�¡�Q{PPSRXIN�TSPIQ�- 

WIMR�¡�zR�EºXÚ��HL�µRXIN, GGEEPPIITT¶¶R�R�XX��R�R���OOVVffFFIIMMEERR�EºX�R��XÏR�PIGU{RX[R�HHMMEEQQRRLLQQSSRRIIÁÁWWEEM�M�¤¤R�R�zzQQSSf�f�XXI�I�ÐÐR�R�EEººXX¶¶N�N���OOSSYYWWEE��
OEi�XSlN��PPSU{R�TSUIR�zQSi��TEKK{PPSYWMR·  ÇÇN�N�HH' ��R�R���zzHH³³OOSSYYR�R�zzQQSSi�i�||OOEEWWXXSSMM�TIVi�XÏR�EeIi�TEV³RX[R�XX����HH{{SSRRXXE�E���
Q�PMWX' IIeeTTIIllRR, zGSQ{R.�´XM�zKK»XEXE�X¢N�\YQT�WLN�KRÉQLN��
XÏR��PLUÏN�PIGU{RX[R, S¼X[N�IhVLXEM. XX����HH' }}VVKKEE�XÏR��
TVEGU{RX[R�zR�XÚ�TSP{Q.�SSººO�O�zzO�O�XXSSÁ�Á�TTEEVVEEXXYYGG³³RRXXSSN�N�TTYYRRUUEE- 

RR³³QQIIRRSSN�N���\\ff[[WWE�E�KKVV��JJIIMMRR, SºH' ÇN�zQSi�zH³OIM, �PP' SmN�XI��
EºX¶N�TEV¢R�OEi�TEV��XÏR��PP[R�´WSR�HYREX¶R��OVMFIfZ��
TIVi�yO�WXSY�zTI\IPUÉR. zTMT³R[N�Hä�L¹VfWOIXS, HM³XM�Sd��
�
platonis Menexenus 236 8  

7;. ..... ��%%WWTTEEWWffEEN�N�HHää��OEi�GUäN��OVSÉQLR�TIVEMRS»WLN�zTMX�JMSR�P³KSR�TIVi�EºXÏR��
XS»X[R. �OSYWI�K�V��TIV�W¾�P{KIMN, ´XM�Q{PPSMIR��%ULRElSM��
EdVIlWUEM�X¶R�zVSÁRXE·  }TIMXE�X��QäR�zO�XSÁ�TEVEGV¢Q��QSM��
HM¨IM, SmE�H{SM�P{KIMR, X��Hä�TV³XIVSR�zWOIQQ{RL, ´XI�QSM��
HSOIl�WWYYRRIIXXffUUIIM�M�XX¶¶R�R�zzTTMMXX��JJMMSSR�R�PP³³KKSSR�R�··R�R�44IIVVMMOOPP¢¢N�N�II��TTIIRR,  

TIVMPIfQQEX' �XXE�z\�zOIfRSY�WYKOSPPÏWE.....   

 

���� �PP' �OSYI. }PIKI�K�V, ÇN�zKÜQEM, �V\EQ{RL��
P{KIMR��T' EºXÏR�XÏR�XIURIÉX[R�S¹X[Wf.  
  

     u)VK.�QäR��QlR�SgHI�}GSYWMR�X��TVSW�OSRXE�WJfWMR�EºXSlN,  
ÐR�XYG³RXIN�TSVI»SRXEM�X�R�IdQEVQ{RLR�TSVIfER, TVSTIQ- 

JU{RXIN�OSMR®�QäR�¹T¶�X¢N�T³PI[N, eHfZ�Hä�¹T¶�XÏR�SeOIf[R·   P³K.�Hä�H��X¶R�PIMT³QIRSR�O³WQSR�´�XI�R³QSN�TVSWX�XXIM��
�TSHSÁREM�XSlN��RHV�WMR�OEi�GV�. }VK[R�K�V�IÃ�TVEGU{RX[R��P³K.�OEPÏN�� LU{RXM�QR�QL�OEi�O³WQSN�XSlN�TV�\EWM�KfKRIXEM��
TEV��XÏR��OSYW�RX[R·  HIl�H��XSMS»XSY�XMR¶N�P³KSY�´WXMN��
XS¾N�QäR�XIXIPIYXLO³XEN�dOERÏN�zTEMR{WIXEM, XSlN�Hä�^ÏWMR��
IºQIRÏN�TEVEMR{WIXEM, zOK³RSMN�QäR�OEi��HIPJSlN�QMQIlWUEM��
X�R�XÏRHI��VIX�R�TEVEOIPIY³QIRSN, TEX{VEN�Hä�OEi�QLX{VEN��
OEi�Ih�XMRIN�XÏR��R[UIR�}XM�TVSK³R[R�PIfTSRXEM, XS»XSYN�Hä���
TEVEQYUS»QIRSN. XfN�SÃR��R��QlR�XSMSÁXSN�P³KSN�JERIfL��¡��
T³UIR��R�²VUÏN��V\EfQIUE��RHVEN��KEUS¾N�zTEMRSÁRXIN, Sj��
^ÏRX{N�XI�XS¾N�yEYXÏR�L½JVEMRSR�HM' �VIX�R, OEi�X�R�XIPIYX�R��
�RXi�X¢N�XÏR�^ÉRX[R�W[XLVfEN��PP�\ERXS��HSOIl�QSM�GV¢REM��
OEX��J»WMR, ÊWTIV��KEUSi�zK{RSRXS, S¼X[�OEi�zTEMRIlR������ 
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�)R�Hä�XÚ�EºXÚ�GIMQÏRM��%ULRElSM�XÚ�TEXVf.�R³Q.�GVÉ- 
QIRSM�HLQSWfZ�XEJ�N�zTSM�WERXS��XÏR�zR�XÚHI�XÚ�TSP{Q.��
TVÉX[R��TSUER³RX[R�XV³T.�XSMÚHI. X��QäR�²WX��TVSXf-  
UIRXEM�XÏR��TSKIRSQ{R[R�TV³XVMXE��WOLR�R�TSM�WERXIN, OEi��
zTMJ{VIM�XÚ�E¹XSÁ�|OEWXSN��R�XM��FS»PLXEM·  zTIMH�R�Hä����
zOJSV��°, P�VREOEN�OYTEVMWWfREN��KSYWMR��QE\EM, JYP¢N��
yO�WXLN�QfER·  }RIWXM�Hä�X��²WX��£N�|OEWXSN�¤R�JYP¢N.  

QfE�Hä�OPfRL�OIR��J{VIXEM�zWXV[Q{RL�XÏR��JERÏR�, Sj��R��
Q��I¹VIUÏWMR�zN��REfVIWMR. \YRIOJ{VIM��Hä�±�FSYP³QIRSN��
OEi��WXÏR�OEi�\{R[R, OEi�KYRElOIN�T�VIMWMR�Ed�TVSW�OSYWEM���
zTi�X¶R�X�JSR��²PSJYV³QIREM. XMU{EWMR�SÃR�zN�X¶�HLQ³WMSR��
W¢QE�, ´�zWXMR�zTi�XSÁ�OEPPfWXSY�TVSEWXIfSY�X¢N�T³PI[N ,  

OEi�EeIi���zR�EºXÚ�U�TXSYWM�XS¾N�zO�XÏR�TSP{Q[R, TP�R�KI��
XS¾N�zR�1EVEUÏRM·  zOIfR[R�Hä�HMETVIT¢���X�R��VIX�R�OVfRERXIN��
EºXSÁ���OEi�X¶R�X�JSR�zTSfLWER. zTIMH�R�Hä�OV»][WM�K®,  

�R�V�¦VLQ{RSN�¹T¶�X¢N�T³PI[N, ·N��R�KRÉQ:�XI�HSO®�Q���
�\»RIXSN���I�REM�OEi��\MÉWIM���TVS�O:, P{KIM�zT' EºXSlN�}TEMRSR� 
X¶R�TV{TSRXE·  QIX��Hä�XSÁXS��T{VGSRXEM. ÐHI�QäR�U�TXSYWMR·   

OEi�HM��TERX¶N�XSÁ�TSP{QSY, ±T³XI�\YQFEfL�EºXSlN, zGVÏRXS��
XÚ�R³Q.. zTi�H' SÃR�XSlN�TVÉXSMN�XSlWHI�4IVMOP¢N�±�<ER- 

UfTTSY�¦V{UL�P{KIMR. OEi�zTIMH��OEMV¶N�zP�QFERI��, TVSIPUÌR��
�T¶�XSÁ�W�QEXSN�zTi�F¢QE�¹]LP¶R�TITSMLQ{RSR, ´T[N��OS»- 

SMXS�ÇN�zTi�TPIlWXSR�XSÁ�±QfPSY, }PIKI�XSM�HI.  
     ‘3d�QäR�TSPPSi�XÏR�zRU�HI��HL�IeVLO³X[R�zTEMRSÁWM�X¶R��
TVSWU{RXE�XÚ�R³Q.�X¶R�P³KSR�X³RHI, ÇN�OEP¶R���zTi�XSlN�zO��
                                                           
2
  N��ZJbJW		

3
  ljb�^gb�ih-jZgh� 

4
  X��]R	J��W		

5
 aZ�[_ake_^gh�baq_agZebl_�� 

6
 \b`�j_qgbdZ 

7
  jh^gbgb��\b`�j_qgbdZ 

8
 �ihkhdZ��- YJ[NR\RW	- beb�fyklh�" 

9
  \b`�j_qgbdZ 

10
 \\99`̀ee chg�-ih_l� =��`e) 

11
 hk[_gh�aZ[_e_`bl_egZ��\b`�j_qgbdZ 

12��l�_��gZ�fyklhlh�gZ�[bldZlZ� 
13

 �eblhlZ�aZ�nnppii((`̀oo..yy 
14

  \b`�j_qgbdZ 
15

  ih_lbqgh�\�ijhaZlZ�_�TJ]J�UJVKJ�W`		\b`�j_qgbdZ 
16

  = 	 �̀S	TJUX�W	X��W		
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XÏR�TSP{Q[R�UETXSQ{RSMN��KSVI»IWUEM�EºX³R. zQSi�Hä���VOSÁR��R�zH³OIM���I�REM��RHVÏR��KEUÏR�}VK.�KIRSQ{R[R��
}VK.�OEi�HLPSÁWUEM�X�N�XMQ�N, SmE�OEi�RÁR�TIVi�X¶R�X�JSR��
X³RHI�HLQSWfZ�TEVEWOIYEWU{RXE�±V�XI, OEi�Q��zR�yRi��RHVi��
TSPPÏR��VIX�N�OMRHYRI»IWUEM�IÃ�XI�OEi�GIlVSR�IeT³RXM�TM- 
WXIYU¢REM��. GEPIT¶R�K�V�X¶�QIXVf[N���IeTIlR�zR�Û���Q³PMN�OEi��
��H³OLWMN�X¢N��PLUIfEN���FIFEMSÁXEM. ´�XI�K�V�\YRIMHÌN�OEi��
I½RSYN��OVSEX�N�X�G' �R�XM�zRHIIWX{V[N�TV¶N���FS»PIXEf�XI� 
OEi�zTfWXEXEM���RSQfWIMI�HLPSÁWUEM, ´�XI��TIMVSN���}WXMR���OEi���
TPISR�^IWUEM��, HM��JU³RSR��, Ih�XM�¹TäV�X�R�E¹XSÁ�J»WMR����OS»SM.  
Q{GVM�K�V�XSÁHI��RIOXSi���Sd�}TEMRSf�IeWM�TIVi�yX{V[R�PIK³- 

QIRSM, zN�´WSR��R�OEi�EºX¶N�|OEWXSN�ShLXEM�dOER¶N���I�REM��
HV�WEf�XM�ÐR��OSYWIR·  XÚ�Hä�¹TIVF�PPSRXM�EºXÏR�JUSRSÁRXIN��� 
�HL�OEi��TMWXSÁWMR. zTIMH��Hä�XSlN�T�PEM�S¼X[N���zHSOMQ�WUL��� 
XEÁXE�OEPÏN�}GIMR, GV��OEi�zQä�yT³QIRSR�XÚ�R³Q.�TIMV�WUEM��¹QÏR�X¢N�yO�WXSY�FSYP�WIÉN���XI�OEi�H³\LN���XYGIlR���ÇN�zTi� 
TPIlWXSR.  

     ‘u%V\SQEM�Hä��T¶�XÏR�TVSK³R[R�TVÏXSR·  HfOEMSR�K�V��
EºXSlN�OEi�TV{TSR�Hä����QE�zR�XÚ�XSMÚHI 

36�X�R�XMQ�R�XE»XLR��
                                                           
17

  \bgZ]b��ktf�fbke_e��l�_��JW		�k�ij_^o��"" 
18

  gZ�\ta^_ckl\b_lh��hl�]h\hj_g_lh� 
19

 dZdlh�ljy[\Z��beb���\�jZfdbl_�gZ�klZg^ZjlZ��- ? 
20��dt^_lh���dh]Zlh��ijb�h[klhyl_ekl\Z� 
21��ijZ\^hih^h[b_��l�_�_^\Z�fh`_r�^Z�m[_^br�^jm]bl_��q_�]h\hjbr�bklbgZlZ� 
22

  \YRIMHÌN�OEi�I½RSYN 
23

  opp  \YRIMHÌN���l�_��kj_^�kemrZl_ebl_�bfZ�lZdb\Z��dhblh�kZ�mqZkl\m\Zeb��\���
[bldZlZ�b�gZfbjZl�q_�^mfbl_��kZ�l\tj^_�keZ[b���aZ�^Z�ij_^Z^Zl�lh\Z���dh_lh�_�klZ\Zeh�
ih�\j_f_�gZ�[bldZlZ���b�^jm]b�–�dhblh�g_�kZ�mqZkl\m\Zeb���b�gZfbjZl�aZ�
ij_m\_ebq_gh�lh\Z��dh_lh�k_�]h\hjb�� 
24���[b�kf_lgZe�q_��k_�ij_m\_ebqZ\Z�� 
25

  ihjZ^b�g_`_eZgb_�"� 
26

  ij_\taoh`^Zsh�]h �g_]h�kZfby�- hibkZl_egh�–�\b`�j_qgbdZ 

27
 �ijb_feb\� 

28
 �kb]mj_g�kihkh[_g� 

29
 �hldZa\Zl�^Z�ijb_fZl� 

30
  lZdZ�beb�bgZq_���shf�dZlh�\_^gZ`� 

31�kqblZr_�aZ�ijZ\begh��\b`�j_qgbdZ 
32

 	 �̂V &̀W		 gen sub gZ��KX^UQ�\N`S	Z�g_ N�TJ\]X^	  
33

  KX^UQ\RS		�jZpbhgZeghlh���lh\Z�dh_lh�`_eZ_f�	MXLJ	�bjZpbhgZeghlh���lh\Z�
dh_lh�gb�k_�kljm\Z�ba]e_`^Z�\th[jZ`Z_fh��-�"�beb��ie_hgZatf�"�l�_��^Z�m^h\e_l\hjy��
\Zrbl_�hqZd\Zgby��bah[sh�b�\�fhf_glZ� 
34��^Z�^hklb]gZ���kihemqZ��^Z�m^h\e_l\hjy� 
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X¢N�QR�QLN�HfHSWUEM��. X�R�K�V�GÉVER�Sd�EºXSi���EeIi�SeOSÁRXIN� 
HMEHSG®�XÏR�zTMKMKRSQ{R[R���Q{GVM�XSÁHI�zPIYU{VER�HM' �VIX�R��
TEV{HSWER. OEi�zOIlRSf�XI��\MSM�zTEfRSY�OEi�}XM�Q�PPSR�Sd��
TEX{VIN��QÏR·  OXLW�QIRSM�K�V�TV¶N�SmN�zH{\ERXS�´WLR��
}GSQIR��VG�R�SºO��T³R[N����QlR�XSlN�RÁR���TVSWOEX{PMTSR��.  
X��Hä�TPIf[�EºX¢N���EºXSi��QIlN�SgHI�Sd�RÁR�}XM�µRXIN�Q�PMWXE��zR�X®�OEUIWXLOYfZ��PMOfZ���zTLY\�WEQIR���OEi�X�R�T³PMR�XSlN��
T�WM�TEVIWOIY�WEQIR�OEi�zN�T³PIQSR�OEi�zN�IeV�RLR�EºXEV- 

OIWX�XLR��. ÐR�zKÌ�X��QäR�OEX��TSP{QSYN�}VKE, SmN�|OEWXE��
zOX�UL��, ¡�Ih�XM�EºXSi�¡�Sd�TEX{VIN��QÏR�F�VFEVSR�¡�t)PPLRE��
TSP{QMSR�zTM³RXE�TVSU»Q[N��QYR�QIUE, QEOVLKSVIlR���zR���Ie- 
H³WMR�Sº�FSYP³QIRSN�z�W[·  �T¶�Hä�SgEN�XI�zTMXLHI»WI[N��� 
�PUSQIR�zT' EºX����OEi�QIU' SgEN�TSPMXIfEN�OEi�XV³T[R�z\� 
Sg[R�QIK�PE�zK{RIXS, XEÁXE�HLPÉWEN�TVÏXSR�I�QM���OEi�zTi��
X¶R�XÏRHI�}TEMRSR, RSQf^[R�zTf�XI�XÚ�TEV³RXM���SºO��R��TVIT¢��PIGU¢REM�EºX����OEi�X¶R�T�RXE�´QMPSR�OEi��WXÏR�OEi�\{R[R��
\»QJSVSR���I�REM�zTEOSÁWEM�EºXÏR.  

   37.  ‘'VÉQIUE�K�V�TSPMXIfZ�Sº�^LPS»W:���XS¾N�XÏR�T{PEN� 
R³QSYN, TEV�HIMKQE�Hä�Q�PPSR�EºXSi�µRXIN�XMWiR�¡�QMQS»- 

                                                                                                                                                                             
35

    TJRE	����MNE				\t\_`^Z�gh\Z�fbkte  
36��b�aZ_^gh�k�lh\Z�_�Y[N�YXW	 ijb�l_ab�h[klhyl_ekl\Z�  
37

 ^Z�[t^Zl�aZq_l_gb�ktk�kihf_gZ\Zg_lh�bf� 
38�ktsbl_��h[blZ\Zeb�lZab��a_fy�–�l_�h[blZ\Zeb�lZab�a_fy�ihklhyggh�hl�djZc�\j_f_�� 
39

 [_a�ij_dtk\Zg_�–�dZlh�y�ij_^Z\Zeb�hl�ihdhe_gb_�gZ���aZ���ke_^\Zshlh�ihdhe_gb_� 
40

 g_�sZ^yoZ�mkbeby� 
41

 gZ�gZk�kt\j_f_ggbpbl_� 
42

 hklZ\yf�\�ih\_q_���dZlh�ijb^Zltd�dtf� 
43

  J�[aQ&S		
44

 me_]gZeZ�"�\tajZkl��\b`�j_qgbdZ 
45

  J �̂LJ�W`		
46

 g_aZ\bkbf� 
47

 dhblh�kZ�ijbqbgZ���aZkem]Z�aZ��hl^_egbl_�aZ\h_\Zgby� 
48

  ]h\hjy��ijhkljZggh��
49

 kj_^���agZ_sb��� 
50

 ih�dtdt\�gZqbg�"  \b`�j_qgbdZ 
51

  N�YR	]J^]QW	]QEW	J�[aQ�W		�		
52

 	MQU �̀\`	 I am going to  
53

  - \�^_ckl\bl_eghkl����k_]Z��� 
54

  ]JE	YN[RE	]Q&S		N�YR]QMQ�\N`S	UQaZQ\X�VNWJ		
55

 gZ�fyklh���mf_klgh� 
56

 VRVN�XVJR		N��YXVJR		
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QIRSM�yX{VSYN. OEi�µRSQE�QäR�HM��X¶�Q��zN���²PfKSYN��PP'   

zN�TPIfSREN�SeOIlR���HLQSOVEXfE�O{OPLXEM·  Q{XIWXM�Hä�OEX���
QäR�XS¾N�R³QSYN�TV¶N�X��hHME�HM�JSVE���T�WM�X¶�hWSR60

, OEX���
Hä�X�R��\f[WMR, ÇN�|OEWXSN�}R�X.�IºHSOMQIl, SºO��T¶�Q{VSYN����
X¶�TP{SR���zN�X��OSMR��¡��T' �VIX¢N�TVSXMQ�XEM, SºH' EÃ��
OEX��TIRfER, }G[R�K{�XM��KEU¶R�HV�WEM�X�R�T³PMR, �\MÉ- 

QEXSN����JERIfZ�OIOÉPYXEM. 
 zPIYU{V[N�Hä�X��XI�TV¶N�X¶�OSMR¶R�TSPMXI»SQIR�OEi�zN�X�R�TV¶N�
�PP�PSYN�XÏR�OEU' �Q{VER�zTMXLHIYQ�X[R�¹TS]fER64

,  

Sº�HM' ²VK¢N�X¶R�T{PEN��, Ie�OEU' �HSR�R�XM�HV���, }GSRXIN��, 
 SºHä��^LQfSYN�Q{R, PYTLV�N�Hä�X®�µ]IM��GULH³REN TVSWXMU{QIRSM��. �RITEGUÏN���Hä�X��hHME���TVSWSQMPSÁRXIN���X��HLQ³WME�HM��H{SN���
Q�PMWXE�Sº�TEVERSQSÁQIR, XÏR�XI�EeIi���zR��VG®�µRX[R����OVS�WIM���
OEi�XÏR�R³Q[R,OEi�Q�PMWXE�EºXÏR���´WSM�XI�zT' ÈJIPfZ�XÏR��HMOSYQ{R[R�OIlRXEM�OEi�´WSM��KVEJSM�µRXIN�EeWG»RLR�
±QSPSKSYQ{RLR� J{VSYWMR.  

    

 

 

                                                           
57

  \�bgl_j_k�gZ�����-  N�S	ihijZ\ygh� 
58

  = MRXRTN�`		 
59

  \�qZklgbl_�kihjh\_� 
60

  \kbqdb�bfZl�_^gZd\b�ijZ\Z��b�aZ^te`_gby�\b`�j_qgbdZ 
61

 iZjlbylZ���p_gaZ�deZkZlZ� 
62

 VJ&UUXW		
63

 qbg���iheh`_gb_� 
64��ij_gZkyfZ�k\h[h^ZlZ�kb�b�\������l�_�k\h[h^gb�kf_��hl�ih^haj_gby� 
65

 ktk_^ 
66

 Zdh�ijZ\b�lh\Z��dh_lh�fm�oZj_k\Z���h[bqZ� 
67

 X[PR�cXVJR	]RWR		
68

 ]e_^Zf_�k_�gZ�djt\�gh�^h�kt^�g_�klb]Zf_��l�_��kihjh\_l_�kb�]b�j_rZ\Zf_�\�kt^Z��
\b`�j_qgbdZ 
69�[_a[he_ag_gh���k�e_dhlZ� 
70

 TJ]JE	]JE	R��MRJ		
71�h[kt`^Zf���aZgbfZ\Zf�k_�\b`�j_qgbdZ 
72

  kljZo�gh�hl�aZdhgZ��l�_��kljZohihqblZgb_� 
73��g_ij_f_ggh���g_�ij_dtk\Zsb�^Z�k_�j_^m\Zl� 
74�fZ]bkljZlbl_�" 
75

 ihkemrZgb_���ih^qbg_gb_� 
76��kj_^�aZdhgbl_� 


